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Book Reviews — New Publications

Foundation

We love...Series Published by Wayland Price £10.99 each
‘We love Id-ul-Fitr’ by Saviour Pirotta ISBN 0 7502 4845 7
‘We love Divali’ by Saviour Pirotta ISBN 0 7502 4837 2
‘We love Passover’ by Saviour Pirotta ISBN 0 7502 4838 6
‘We love Easter’ by Saviour Pirotta ISBN 0 7502 4836 5
‘We love Christmas’ by Saviour Pirotta ISBN 0 7502 4835 8

e Good photographs and large text.
e Some of the statements are a bit too simplistic and paint the festival in a light which might not be shared by all.
e A useful introduction to world faiths for the Foundation Stage.

Foundation & KS1

Read and Learn: Celebrations Series Published by Raintree www.raintreepublishers.co.uk
‘Divali’ by Denise Jordan ISBN 1 8442 1526 3
‘Christmas’ by Jennifer Gillis ISBN 1 8442 1525 6
‘Hanukkah’ by Jennifer Gillis ISBN 18442 1527 X
‘Birthday’ by Denise Jordan ISBN 18442 1528 8

e Good photographs and clear, large print makes these books accessible for the early reader.
e Each book follows the same format:

e.g.—Whatis ....... ? Whatdo ........ decorations look like?
When do people celebrate....... ? What food do people eat at....... ?
What do people do during......? How do people dress for....... ?

What lights are there at....... ?
e Would make a really good Foundation Stage project for the Autumn Term.
e Useful glossary and quiz at the end.
[N These books have been added as additional resources in the LDBS Draft RE Scheme of Work.

KS1
‘In a Nutshell’ by Joseph Anthony and Cris Arbo Price: £6.99
Published by Dawn Publications ISBN 1 8832 2098 X

e A spectacular book with clear text and fabulous illustrations.

e The summary of the book is: ‘An acorn grows into a mighty oak, helps sustain other life, and eventually dies
and continues to give life to others’.

e A great book to support work on the life cycles in science and also for use in RE in looking at our stewardship
of the earth.

e A good Resurrection theme.

e | really enjoyed the way the seemingly incidental pictures of a house on each page chart a story of history and
social change.

e There is so much to talk about in the book that it could certainly become a complete project in its own right.

e Highly recommended.

(38| This book has been added as an additional resource in the LDBS Draft RE Scheme of Work.

KS1 & KS2
‘Stanley Saves the Amazon Rainforest’ by Tony Frais Price: £4.99
Published by Anthony T Frais www.noahsrocket.com ISBN 0 9548 0682 8




e The only fiction book written for young children about saving the rainforest.

e Re-introducing Stanley the Spider who we first met in the story of Noah’s Rocket — which is a modern, London
based, version of Noah’s ark.

e Interestingly there are some Biblical back stories in this book with the idea of David overcoming Goliath and |
think | spotted a slightly less known part of the story of David later on in the book.

e As with the previous books by Tony Frais | think this could be turned into a great end of term play and there is
potential for a very large cast.

e An interesting way to get into discussion about conservation of our planet’s resources.

e Lots of scope for children to use IT to find out about the Amazon rainforest and soldier ants and a whole host
of other creatures.

‘Words on Screen’ Book, Audio CD and CD-Rom package - Price: £39.95
Published by ‘Out of the Ark Music’ www.outoftheark.com Tel: 01932 232250
e Arreally good idea — the songs and hymns can be projected onto a screen or whiteboard.
e Words and music synchronised so that the line that is being sung is a different colour.
e Choice of vocal or instrumental support so it can be used for teaching the song and for performance or
collective worship.

KS2
‘Eyewitness Assemblies’ by Gaynor Cobb Price: £7.99
Published by Barnabas ISBN 1 8410 1496 8

e Great value, a book for the staff room, library or the Head’s office — you might even want two copies!

e 15 ready to use acts of worship stretching from Holy Week to Pentecost.

e Each unit starts with teachers’ notes, the Bible reference, discussion points and ideas for follow up work.

e The worship part of the units have details of resources needed (all very uncomplicated), how to introduce the
story and then the story itself told as an eyewitness account or drama.

e There is suggested music, songs and a poem and reflection as well as a short prayer.

‘What do signs and symbols mean in religion?’ by Jean Mead
Published by Evans ISBN 0 2375 3408 0
e Looks at signs and symbols in all the major world faiths.
e Explores non-literal language and metaphor.
e Tasks, ideas and websites to explore on each double page. A complete project.
e Handy hints and notes for the teacher at the back.
(8] This book has been added as an additional resource in the LDBS Draft RE Scheme of Work.

“The Lion Book of Wisdom Stories from around the world’ retold by David Self Price: £8.99
Published by Lion ISBN 0 7459 6060 9
e The book contains 15 assembly length stories exploring universal values from many traditions.
e  Will support social and moral education well and contribute to the citizenship curriculum.
e Some stories are well known, others were new to me.

‘Foxdown Wood’ by Beth Webb Price: £3.99
Published by Lion ISBN 0 7459 3848 5
e A very exciting story moving between this world and ancient past.
e First published in 1997 but still full of vigour and life.
e Would make a great end of the day story stimulating plenty of discussion on a range of topics.
e Could be used for a wide ranging history, citizenship, RE, SMSC Literacy project.

KS2 & KS3
‘Picturing Easter’ by Lat Blaylock and Victoria Ikwuemesi www.retoday.org.uk
Published by RE Today ISBN 1 9058 9304 1

e Too late for Easter 2008 but this is still a fantastic resource, containing detailed teachers notes and activities,
A4 size pictures and a disk with 10 items on it including presentations.

e Challenging pictures that will stimulate further discussion.

e Good value — highly recommended.



Upper KS2 & Lower KS3
“Them’ by Fay Sampson Price: £5.99
Published by Lion ISBN 0 7459 4670 4

e | read this after reading 1 Peter 2 and was intrigued by the similarities between Peter’s message to the Early
Church about slavery and this novel projecting into the future.

e Setaround Glastonbury and in the near future where grandparents could still remember the time when ordinary
families used planes and cars. The general population has been enslaved and are now no more than animate
objects to the rulers. They are treated with horrendous cruelty (not a book to read out loud). The general
population are waiting for the Prince to come who will liberate them and bring about a new dawn.

e Very exciting and thought provoking.

KS2, KS3, KS4 & Sixth Form
‘Pilgrims and Pilgrimage’ Price: £16.50 inc VAT and P&P

The Stapleford Centre Email: books@stapleford-centre.org Web: www.stapleford-centre.org

e Interactive CD Rom — A fantastic resource, simple to use; even | could navigate it easily.

e If you are looking at Saints or Pilgrimage or sacred space or the history of the early church or Art, or in fact

almost anything, you will find something you can use in this CD-Rom.

e Foolproof system — if you hover over any of the words in red an explanation of the word appears. If the words
are in blue it leads you into a whole new strand of the project. If the words are green a Biblical reference slides
in.

Good sections on Pilgrimage in other world faiths.

450 colour images, as the cursor touches them an explanation appears.

Includes an art gallery and an encyclopaedia with links that go in every possible direction.

There is a separate section on texts so that, for example, if you wanted to know what the Qu’ran says about
pilgrimage it is only one click away.

e Amazing value for money, very hard to exhaust the possibilities.

Library Resource
“The History of Christianity’ by Jonathan Hill Price: £25.00
Published by Lion ISBN 0 7459 5156 0
e Updates all previous books — a fascinating resource.
e 531 pages of text and pictures which offers an insight into Christianity from its beginnings to the present day.
e It touches on the history of the world and cries out to be read from cover to cover instead of just using it to dip
into, using the many different indexes.
e Easily navigated and a mine of information.
e | didn’t want to bring the office copy back!

DID YOU KNOW?

Lion Hudson Books are offering a huge 50% discount on all books. Schools will be able to get a 50% discount on
books if they order through the LDBS. Unfortunately Postage and Packaging is not taken into account of this discount
and schools will be charged the appropriate rates. All orders will be sent to the LDBS offices in Pimlico where
arrangements can be made for them to be picked up or sent to the school at the schools expense (this would mean P&P
charges are applied twice). Please contact Leanne Gowar on leanne.gowar@]london.anglican.org or by telephone: 020
7932 1159 for further details.

d For information on the LDBS Draft RE Scheme of Work please contact Leanne Gowar on 020 7932 1159 or
email leanne.gowar@Ilondon.anglican.org




